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For more information, contact SA Stud Book 
on 051 410 0900 or visit the websites  

www.sastudbook.co.za or www.logix.org.za.
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S
election is the only permanent 
way for stud breeders 
and commercial livestock 
producers to reach production 
efficiency goals. But what are 
the golden rules?

Be familiar with selection
Selection is the process of choosing 
the right animals as parents for the 
next generation. To be successful in 
identifying suitable parents for the next 
generation, it is important for the choice 
to be based on accurately predicted 
breeding values, such as those available 
to breeds recording with SA Stud Book. 

Selecting on this basis will result in 
offspring with desirable genetic merit 
that outperform their contemporaries. 
Selection progress will largely depend 
on male selection, but also on the most 
suitable males born from top females 
(dams of sires) based on sex limited 
traits only measurable among females 

Sensible selection the 
Logix way
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(such as calving ease, pre-wean maternal 
ability, female fertility [and fecundity in 
small stock] and productive herd life).

Set a breeding objective first
Successful selection must start with 
an overarching objective and very 
clear achievable and realistic goals. A 
typical overarching objective should 
be described in monetary terms and 
must be linked to profit, taking product 
quantity and quality into consideration 
as well as inputs needed for the 
production thereof. 

Goals will enable breeders and 
commercial producers to have very 
clear ways in which to identify those 
animals suitable as parents for the next 
generation. Making use of the functions 
on www.SABeefBulls.com and www.
SADairyBulls.com will enable breeders to 
easily set up breeding objectives.

Access to breeding values
To sell a bull or ram without predicted 
breeding values for the important 
traits included in one’s own objective, 
is like selling a bakkie without any 
specifications. Typically, a selection value 
will be expressed as profit per hectare 
for replacement females, and/or  
profit per animal in the feedlot or 
finished after weaning, and/or the 
finished product (the carcass and meat 
properties). 

A golden rule is to consider the 
genetic merit of the animals in your 
own herd before a male is introduced. 
In most cases, each beef breed should 
clearly define its role in the market and, 

accordingly, define its objective and 
breeding goals. 

This will then typically be expressed in 
values such as the well-known ‘cow value’ 
(female replacement value) and/or ‘growth 
value’ (profit value for post-wean growth 
and market finishing). These values and 
the traits used in formulating them are 
printed in sales catalogues and are also 
available on www.SABeefBulls.com.

Use SABeefBulls and SADairyBulls 
Mating plans reflect the thoughts that go 
into setting up mating groups. The most 
efficient way to achieve the set breeding 
objectives is to mate ‘best with best’, without 
increasing inbreeding in the progeny 
resulting from the planned matings. This can 
be achieved by using the functions available 
to Logix users.

Selection is a continuous process; it 
never stops. Continuous selection also 
means continuous assessment and 
evaluation. Breeders and commercial 
producers should constantly benchmark 
the results of their decisions and actions. 
Profitability is compromised if recording and 
benchmarking does not take place.
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Introducing DeLaval body condition 
scoring BCS.  
Daily, automatic scoring of your 
cows.

Contact details :

(E-Cape) eugene.duvenage@delaval.com                
(S-Cape) stephan.venter@delaval.com
(KZN) callum.symons@delaval.com
(Central) mike.mouton@delaval.com
(Africa) nkosi.mkhize@delaval.com           

Dealers across South Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa

The DeLaval BCS System :
• Delivers daily, consistent and accurate

scoring
• Provides individual, group and herd overview
• Helps improve cow health and milk yield
• Facilitates optimised feeding
• Removes hassles of scoring cows in the barn


